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Letter from the Executive Director
As I look back on last year from this strange vantage point of 

isolation amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, I think of the isolation 
faced by the patients and families who enter the Bone Marrow 

Transplant Unit (BMTU) at Texas Children’s Hospital (TCH). These 
families walk through their hospital room doors to face the last hope 
for a cure from life-threatening diseases. They often arrive exhausted 
and afraid. Many have traveled far from friends and family members 
who held them up through the cancer treatments that have failed or 

the phone call with the rare disease diagnosis. Whether they’re from 
Houston or Hallifax, the patients and families of the BMTU have 

never known life to be quite like it is now. 
 

Into that lonely, unfamiliar place, His Grace Foundation (HGF) enters. 
 

HGF provides physical, emotional, and financial support through 
practical services like tailored welcome baskets, meal delivery, and 

weekly personal shopping. We provide housing for families who must 
stay in the Houston area for several weeks after their children’s 

transplants. Through celebrations, long-term survivor events, and the 
Holly A. Hardy Education and Scholarship Fund, HGF ensures a 

legacy of hope and care for all who come across our path.
.

Since HGF's inception in 1997, faithful supporters and volunteers 
have propelled our mission, empowering HGF to serve over 15 

inpatient rooms at a time, in addition to former patients and those 
returning to the BMTU clinic. In 2020, TCH will facilitate 25 bone 

marrow transplant inpatients at a time. Standing on our firm 
foundation, and in partnership with friends like you, we will provide 
"grace in the need of the moment" for each and every one of them.

 
          Val Anderson

         Executive Director
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 Shopping Lists Fulfilled 
for             Families 

 

GLIMPSES 
OF GRACE

 Meals Served to Patients, 
Families, and Care Givers

 Celebrations and Special Events 
on the Bone Marrow Transplant Unit

 
 

132 
 

Financial Assistance Gifts Provided
by the  Family in Need Fund

 Families of Transplant Patients 
Housed by His Grace Place Apartments 

Volunteer Hours
 

 
 

708 
  

 
2832 

  
 

22 
 
 

46  
 

10 

33 Active Volunteers on the Unit

41 On and Off-Site Volunteers
1510



When John and Erin Kiltz founded His Grace Foundation, 
they wove the name of their youngest daughter, 
Rebekah Grace "Gracie" Kiltz, into the very heart of the 
organization's name. 
 
The Kiltz family designed HGF to provide the type of 
support to bone marrow transplant patients and families 
that they themselves had received from a close network 
of family and friends during Gracie’s treatment for 
leukemia at TCH. Since HGF’s inception, Gracie's story 
has been the cornerstone of our mission to ensure a 
legacy of hope and care for BMT patients and families.
 
 

 

 

Our Namesake

 

John Kiltz, Founder and Chairman
Val Anderson, Executive Director and Member

Erin Kiltz, Founder and Member
Jim Coffey, Treasurer and Member

 

Val Anderson, Executive Director
Carolyne Digel, Program Coordinator & Executive Assistant 

Laurel Henning, Bookkeeper
Abby Perry, Communications Coordinator

On September 8, 2018, Gracie's life on this earth came to an end. As the HGF family grieves 
the loss of our beloved friend and inspiration, we also have the honor of stewarding Gracie's 
legacy as His Grace Foundation continues to carry her name.
 
 

James Adams, Member
Catherine Marquis, Member

Rebecca Gentry, Ex Officio Representative 
from the Junior League of Houston

Board of Directors

Staff Members



Whether through monthly donations, one-time gifts, in-kind contributions, grants or event 
sponsorships, financial contributors do so much more for His Grace Foundation than simply keep the 
lights on. Because of our strong commitment to personalized care and low administrative costs, the 

dollars and items HGF receives make a direct, positive impact on the lives of bone marrow transplant 
patients and families. We thank each of you — from those who have anonymously purchased a toy 
from an Amazon Wish List to those who sponsor our events at the highest levels — for your support.

 

Our Supporters

 

$25,000
Fruit Salad Shoot
Lynda & David Tauber 
 
$15,000+
Deacons of Deadwood 
Texas Business Travel Association
 
$10,000+
The Harry S. & Isabel C. Cameron Foundation
George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation
Thomas A. Martin
Katie & Denver Plachy
Shrieve Chemical Company
Tauber Oil Company
 
$5,000+
BP Foundation, Inc.
CustomInk LLC: Addyson's Hope
Posoli Family Foundation
Wendi Powell
Stonelake Capital Partners, LLC
Tomball Regional Health Foundation
Young Texans Against Cancer

$2500+
American Endowment Foundation
Jeff and Lara Bryant
Tommy Harrington
Immanuel's Cancer Support Ministries
Jerry Jackson
Jennifer Wilks Foundation
Emily & Ben Lopez
Alexander Marquis
Network For Good
Personal Administrators, Inc.
Steve and Stacey Phillips
Larry T. Plilar
Paul & Joy Posoli
Greg Sharp
Vanguard Charitable
YourCause LLC
Zachry Industrial, Inc.
 

Featured Supporters: Housing 
 

Two corporate partners make His Grace Place possible through the facilitation of apartments for temporary, 
post-transplant housing near the Medical Center. 

 
In 2019, Stonelake Capital Partners provided housing valued at over $58,000/year. 

 
CWS Corporate Housing provided housing valued at over $33,400/year.



 

 

Our Supporters

Alpha Space Test & Research Alliance
Jill Cade
Christi & Dennis Carlson
Annessia & Jim Coffey
CWS Apartment Homes, LLC
Lorine David
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Eric Gil
Scott Gustafson
Dr. Robert & Pamela Krance
Mary Ann Munnerlyn Anderson Foundation
Butch Mogavero
Jocelyn Morgan
David Paris
Suellen & Rich Plachy
Guillermo Ramirez
Schwab Charitable
Boysie Shorter
Brenda Stubbs
St. Francis Episcopal Church
Amber Tabora
Christopher Tucker
Jan & Jim Wittrock
 

$1500+

Robert & Valerie Anderson
Kaitlin Bellon
Brian Baumler
Heidi Dugan
David Ferguson
Nelson Ferries
Erik and Kim Jimeno
Debbie Kemple 
Magnolia Lions Club
Patti O'Meara
Dan and Carol Taylor
Bradley J Wilson
Andrea Wittrock
 

$1000+ 

Independent Bank
Brett Baker
Kathe & Matt Baker
Tanya & Rusty Billings
John Freeman Black
Carolyne & Mike Digel
Fidelity Charitable
William Horner
Karen & Dennis Kaminski
Marine Fueling Service Inc.
John Morris
National Christian Foundation Houston
Noble Energy
Ingrid Pearson
Abby & Jared Perry
Carol & Robert Smith
Something Abundant Ministries
Claudia & Alan Stewart
Still Rising Foundation
Sarah Stowell
Maria Villasana
Walter P. Moore and Associates, Inc.
Rebecca Wittrock & Michael Green

$500+

In-Kind Supporters

Amazon Wish List Shoppers
Beth Baker
Beth Borck
Boulder Designs by TLI
Chalk's Truck Parts
The Cheatham & Chandler Families
  with Hometown Pediatrics
Colten Collier's Re-Birthday
Claire Curtin
Cypress Christian School
 

The Gaspard Family
  and Still Rising Foundation
Katie Druckenbrodt
Greg Litts
Bea & Todd Naranjo Moseley
Northgate Country Club
Jami & Gus Roux
Sisterhood of Quilters
Team Franky & Family
Warriors for Joey
Zachry Industrial, Inc.
 



Patients & Families

Just a month before her high school graduation, Hala was diagnosed with 
Severe Aplastic Anemia. She entered the Bone Marrow Transplant Unit 

"extremely devastated" that she couldn't start college like her friends. One 
day in the hospital, Hala perused the HGF website and saw the story of a 

former patient named Briana. Hala couldn't believe her eyes — she and 
Briana had both been diagnosed with Severe Aplastic Anemia during the 

spring semesters of their senior years at the same high school! Hala followed 
Briana on Instagram and contacted her.  Briana's vibrant college life 

encouraged Hala to hope that she'd have similar experiences soon.
 

Hala began college in January 2020 after her transplant. She received a 
scholarship from the His Grace Foundation Holly A. Hardy Education and 

Scholarship Fund and is pursuing a degree in Clinical Social Work. She wants 
to help others just like Briana, the BMTU staff, and HGF helped her.

 

When Laila was just nine months old, doctors diagnosed her with Acute 
Myeloid Leukemia (AML). After chemotherapy, Laila required a bone marrow 

transplant during the holiday season of 2018. Bianca, Laila’s Mom, grieved 
Laila spending Christmas away from her siblings, but the HGF celebration 

and delivery of gifts reminded her that they hadn't been forgotten. 
 

Bianca said that HGF took the stress off her shoulders both literally and 
metaphorically. She sometimes slept in the hospital bed with Laila, and at 

other times on the pull-out bed next to her. The massage therapist who 
visited the BMTU to provide chair massages helped Bianca care for her weary 
body and relax. Parking assistance, meals, and an ongoing sense of welcome 

from the HGF team helped Bianca breathe more easily as well.
 

Laila’s road to recovery was long as she encountered various viruses, but in 
November 2019 she finally went back home to Beaumont. Now two years 

old, Laila loves to count, sing, dance, and play with her big brother and sister.
 

Just before his third birthday, doctors found a large tumor in the back of 
Owen's brain. After surgeries, chemotherapy, and radiation, he arrived on the 

Bone Marrow Transplant Unit where he would donate stem cells to himself.
 

Owen’s mom, Sarah, tried to turn down the weekly shopping service from 
HGF. She felt like others needed it more than she did. But she eventually 

accepted and found herself so grateful for comfortable clothes to wear at the 
hospital, and for a McDonald’s gift card that Owen treated like a million-

dollar bill. McDonald’s made the only food he would eat during treatment. He 
loved that gift card so much that Sarah didn’t spend it — Owen just wanted 

to hold on to that little piece of plastic.
 

Owen still comes to the BMTU for clinic visits, but that isn’t the only time the 
HGF team gets to see him. Owen and Sarah volunteer at the annual HGF golf 

tournament where Owen delights golfers on the green. And in 2020, Sarah 
began to volunteer on the BMTU, serving families right where hers was.

 



Patients & Families

In October 2018, Addyson's Mom, Ericha, became concerned by how much 
Addyson was sleeping. She also began to notice unexplained bruises on her 
daughter's body. After a few days of doctor's appointments and blood work 
in search of an answer, they knew — Addyson had Severe Aplastic Anemia.

 
Addyson underwent two bone marrow transplants that failed. She suffered 

multiple line infections and dangerously low platelets. In it all, as her 
parents and doctors tried to find a way forward, Addyson radiated joy. She 

delighted in the snacks and lemonade provided by HGF during Summer 
Camp on the BMTU, Ericha recalled with a smile. For Ericha, the week 

meant something so much more — camp brought her daughter exactly the 
types of experiences she'd longed for her to have.  

 
In September 2019, Addyson had a third transplant. This time, it was made 

up of her father’s stem cells. And this time, it was successful.
 

Stage four Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma interrupted Jailyne’s senior year of 
high school. Suddenly, in addition to a life full of classes, band practices, and 
preparing for college, Jailyne had to endure pokes, prods, and acute illness. 
 
After her transplant, Jailyne lived in post-transplant temporary housing 
provided by HGF. She loves connecting with fellow survivors through HGF-
sponsored events like the BMT Lock-In. 
 
Now, Jailyne is an art major at the University of Houston — an undertaking 
made possible in part by a scholarship from the His Grace Foundation Holly 
A. Hardy Educational Support and Scholarship Fund. Jailyne has donated 
beautiful pieces as auction items for HGF events. And she hopes to have 
finished her ongoing treatment at TCH by graduation so that she can study 
abroad for her master’s degree — perhaps in Spain, London or Japan.
 

Nick received the unexpected news that he had Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia in January of his senior year of high school. Rather than shopping 
for his dorm room, Nick found himself undergoing rounds of chemotherapy 

and fighting minimal residual disease. It soon became clear that Nick 
needed a bone marrow transplant. His sister, Brittany, would be his donor. 

 
While staying on the Bone Marrow Transplant Unit at Texas Children’s 

Hospital, Nick connected with his friends through Xbox Live but greatly 
missed spending time with them in person. The basketball hoop and 

Battleship game inside the welcome basket from His Grace Foundation 
helped him pass those difficult hours. 

 
After a successful transplant, Nick now studies history at Arkansas Tech 

University where he has a near-perfect GPA. HIs BMTU days happily in the 
past, Nick enjoys volunteering for the White County Historical Society in 

Searcy and The Wings of Honor Museum in Walnut Ridge.



Volunteers

Over 40 His Grace Foundation volunteers completed more 
than 1.250 hours of service in 2019. Accomplishing 
everything from assembling welcome baskets to fulfilling 
shopping lists to delivering catered meals, HGF volunteers 
regularly serve as the front line of the HGF family. Without 
their consistency and diligence, we could not fulfill our 
mission of ensuring a legacy of hope and care to patients 
and families on the Bone Marrow Transplant Unit of Texas 
Children's Hospital.
 
 

Many of our volunteers are family members of former 
patients and are able to relate to the concerns, fears, and 

challenges that current patients and families face. Whether 
visiting several stores to find the exact item on a patient's 

shopping list or carefully arranging a welcome basket to 
bring about as much delight as possible, our volunteers put 

their hearts and souls into serving patients and families with 
spirits of comfort and creativity.

In early fall, long-time His Grace Foundation volunteer and former board member Lory Whitley opened her home for an 
evening of HGF volunteer appreciation. HGF staff and volunteers enjoyed an evening of reflection and celebration of all that 
HGF has had the privilege of doing  since 1997. 
 
Several volunteers who have been with HGF since the very beginning shared stories from those early days. Newer volunteers 
shared what drew them to serve with HGF. It was a delight to gather together, thank our faithful volunteers, and encourage 
each other to continue serving patients and families.



Celebrating Grace
On May 21, 2019 , golfers, volunteers, sponsors,  
bone marrow transplant patients and families joined at 
Northgate Country Club for our 21st Annual Charity Golf 
Tournament. Golfers had the honor of hearing from 
patients and caregivers who shared their stories out on 
the golf course and during the meal after the tournament.   
And the event, which included silent and live auctions, 
raised $100,000 toward ensuring a legacy of hope and 
care for patients and families on the Bone Marrow 
Transplant Unit of Texas Children's Hospital! 

 

Since its inception in 1997, HGF has based our operations 
in the Hockley/Tomball area. This began with founder Erin 
Kiltz assembling welcome baskets in her Hockley living 
room and sharing the vision with friends over coffee in her 
kitchen. 
 
In 2019, a record number of new patients were admitted 
to the Bone Marrow Transplant Unit of Texas Children's 
Hospital. And so, despite our love for housing our office 
close to HGF's Hockley roots, we determined that our 
office must move closer to Texas Children's Hospital in 
order to maintain excellence and efficiency in serving the 
Bone Marrow Transplant Unit.
 
Father of former patient Kevin Reid, Jim Reid of Lennox Hill 
Holdings, LTD. blessed HGF with access to office space in 
West University. We are now located at 2449 South Blvd, 
Suite 105—just 15 minutes from the hospital! This 
location has already offered access to a greater number of 
volunteers who can serve not only at Texas Children’s 
Hospital but at our office as basket makers, holiday 
celebration preparers, and administrative helpers.



2019 Financial Summary
The generosity of donors and partners empowers us to provide the governance, 

compliance, programming, collaboration, and leadership needed to provide physical, 
emotional, and financial support to the patients and families of the Bone Marrow 

Transplant Unit at Texas Children's Hospital.

Statement of Financial Position

Total Assets $1,773,291

$   153,652

$1,619,639

$              0

$              0

Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents

Fidelity Investments

Endowment Fund

Petty Cash

Liabilities

Payroll Taxes

Other Liabilities
$             0

$             0

Total Liabilities $             0

Equity & Net Income

Beginning Retained Earnings

Net Income (Loss)

$1,660,870

$   112,421

Total Liabilities/Equity $1,773,291



$  14,582

$  99,922

Program Services

Program Implementation

Agency Support/Services/Tech.

Program Staff Payroll

$120,952

$132,657

$  83,169

$143,746

$  49,366

Statement of Activities

Public Support and Revenue

Public Donations

In-Kind Donations

Grants

Fundraising Events

Other Income

$289,000

$  51,441

$  49,558

Support Services

Management and General

Fundraising

Total Public Support and Revenue $529,890

Total Expenses $504,503

Expenses

3%
Management Cost

We work diligently to steward our resources well.



Funding Sources
25% Donations
30% Fundraising Events
28% In Kind
17% Grants

Funding Uses*
77% Program Expenses
20% Fundraising
  3% Management & General
 

* Program Expenses consist of Program Implementation (57%), 
Agency Support Services (10%), and Program Staff Payroll (10%)



The Road Ahead
We began to write this Annual Report before the COVID-19 pandemic 

changed all of our lives. We intended to share a strategic vision for 
the future with you — one that naturally and creatively built upon the 

work we've done inside the doors of the Bone Marrow Transplant 
Unit since 1997. 

 
But now, the novel coronavirus has restricted our access to the 

Texas Children's Hospital facilities. Our staff and volunteers cannot 
currently enter the unit, which means that the services we typically 
provide cannot take place. We're grieving, to be sure. We have also 

immediately found ways to continue serving bone marrow transplant 
patients and families from afar. 

 
Immediately following the limitations on our entrance to the BMTU, 
we began to support families through grocery assistance for family 

members of patients who are at home — like siblings now out of 
school! — and rent-assistance for parents who were laid off due to 

the pandemic. We have also sent dozens of activity packages to 
patients quarantining at home and siblings as well. Grace continues 

to flow to those who need it so very much. 
 

We're also glad to share with you that no one has been laid off from 
His Grace Foundation, and we have continued to make payroll. Once 

the pandemic ends, we will conduct an internal audit to assess our 
organizational health and plan for the future accordingly. Watch for a 

revised strategic vision in our Annual Report documenting 2020, 
which we will publish in Spring 2021.

 
Until then, we encourage you to keep up with our ever-evolving 

services through our website and social media, all listed below. The 
story of His Grace Foundation is the story of meeting unique and 

specific needs that often go unmet. In many ways, we've prepared for 
such a time as this for the past 23 years. Even as we wait for the sun  

to pierce the darkness, our candle of hope and care burns bright.
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Want to Give Grace?
Contact val@hisgracefoundation.org

www.hisgracefoundation.org


